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The Allure of Gold

The allure of GOLD . . . and the desire 
to own it . . . dates back as far as 
the history of Mankind itself.

The place of Gold has been 
extraordinary in every society. 
In earliest times, it assumed magical 
importance. All of the great empires of the ancient world used golden 
objects, mainly in their religious rituals.

In the beginning, the glory of gold was in its fascination as adornment, as 
early Man hammered out the amulets and bracelets to which he often gave 
religious significance.

Over centuries of growing sophistication and technology, gold has assumed 
many additional roles. Not only is it still prized for jewelry, it now has many 
additional applications in contemporary life.

Gold soared into space with the astronauts, its refelective ability used on the 
heat shields that are critical to life. This same ability to reflect the sun 
increases the aesthetic and practical beauty of today's glass sky- scrapers, 
as gold in tinted windows makes the difference between obstructive glare 
and glamorous gleam.

In medicine and dentistry, in industry, in a hundred applications from TV sets
to telephones, computers to calculators, this eternal metal is an important 
component.

But, above all, gold has enjoyed its finest glitter throughout the ages in its 
ultimate form--jewelry! In fact, the wearing of gold on the body may actually 
be man's oldest surviving tradition.

Every day, each one of us continues the centuries-old ritual of gold 
adornment. Men...women...children...of all cultures...are caught up in gold's 
allure through a ring...chain...earrings...watch...bracelet.

The Uniqueness of Gold



Of all the world's precious metals, only gold combines the four basic 
characteristics that make it a universally and eternally treasured possession:

1. Lustrous Beauty

The naturally intense color and distinctive luster of gold combine to give this 
precious metal its unique and lasting beauty. Gold's natural beauty is further 
enhanced by the soft and exquisite shades of color achieved by combining it 
with small amounts of other special metals.

Yellow, pink, green, and white golds...each exquisite in its own right...there is 
always fashion acceptance of all the colors and combinations of colors of 
gold. Today's major new fashion trend is towards "tricolor" jewelry that com- 
bines yellow, white, and pink gold.

2. Rarity

Although gold is everywhere around us--in the earth's crust, in our seas, 
rivers, and plants--the difficulty and expense of obtaining gold from these 
diverse sources makes recovery of any great amounts unlikely.

First of all, any new gold mine represents a capital investment of between 
100 and 300 million dollars! Then, where gold is found to exist. 2-1/2 to 3 
tons of ore are required in order to extract just one ounce of the precious 
metal. In fact, only an estimated 88,000 tons of gold have taken from the 
earth during all of recorded history, as much as could be contained in a cube 
with 18 yard sides. Small wonder that gold remains so rare, and therefore so 
valuable.

3. Durability

Gold lasts...and lasts. Since it does not rust, tarnish or corrode, gold virtually 
lasts forever. An example of this incredible durability is witnessed in the gold 
coins found in sunken galleons centuries old--they're as bright and shiny as 
the day they were cast! Another familiar example has overwhelmed the 
millions of people who have seen the Treasures of King Tut. When the boy 
King Tutankhamum died in 1350 B.C., he was buried with vast quantities of 
gold artifacts and jewelry. Today, more than 3,000 years later, viewers 
marvel at the breath-taking golden array, as gleaming and lustrous today as 
on the day it was buried with the young king.

Today, when you buy gold jewelry, you are buying enduring beauty. 
Reflecting the properties of the precious metal itself, a gift of gold has always
been the symbol of lasting love and devotion.



4. Ease of Workability

Gold has the best working qualities of any metal, thereby making it the ideal 
precious metal for fine jewelry whose designs are meant to reflect and 
appeal to so many individual different personalities.

To give you an idea of its workability, gold is so soft and malleable, one 
ounce can be stretched into a wire an incredible 50 miles long or hammered 
into a sheet so thin, it covers 100 square feet!

It is gold's workability that enables it to be alloyed with the other special 
precious metals to produce special effects or to achieve variations of color.

Gold can be re-melted and used again...and again. And gold works for 
everyone...from the most intricate baby bracelet to heaviest man's 
chain...gold's workability gives it the ability to achieve the look and feeling of
importance.

How do You Know it's Real Gold?

All that glitters isn't gold! When buying gold jewelry, ALWAYS look for a karat 
mark, such as 18k, 14k, 10k, etc. Stamped somewhere on each piece, this 
mark of quality indicates you are buying REAL gold.

The karat mark refers to the purity of gold. Gold in its purest state, 24 karat, 
is generally considered too soft for practical use in jewelry. It must be alloyed
with other special metals to increase its durability and workability.

Twenty-four karats is 100% pure gold, or 24 parts gold; 18k is 18 parts gold 
and 6 parts other metal; 14k is 14 parts gold and 10 parts other metal; and, 
10k is 10 parts gold and 14 parts other metal. Some European jewelry 
(especially Italian) is marked in percentages rather than karats. For example,
.585 would represent 14k gold (14/24=58.5%).

NOTHING LESS than 10k can legally be marked or sold as gold jewelry in the 
United States! Alloys of LESS than 10 karat gold CANNOT be stamped with 
the karat mark and are not considered REAL gold! For example, some jewelry
is processed with a layer of gold which has been mechani- cally bonded to a 
base metal. This jewelry cannot have a karat mark unless it is qualified. In 
other words it must be marked "gold-filled" preceeded by the karat fineness 
of the plating; e.g. "14k gold-filled" or as more often seen "14KT GF" You may
even see something like "24KTGP", which simply means that it was gold-
plated with a 24k wash solution.

Summing up, with gold an ever more preciuos and fashionable metal, the 



karat mark on a piece of jewelry is becoming increasingly significant. Only 
karat jewelry is REAL gold, offering the lasting characteristics of this precious
metal.

Where to Buy Real Gold Jewelry?

When you buy gold jewelry, whether it's for yourself or a gift for a loved one, 
you are investing in timeless beauty.

For such an important purchase, you want to be sure to make the selection 
that best suits your needs. Your jeweler can answer any questions you may 
have, and offer you the widest selection of gold jewelry. With his experience, 
he can help you find that piece of gold jewelry that can be cherished for a 
lifetime and even become a family heirloom. •

RUBY BEGONYUH 

A Family Tree Grows in the Cow Pasture 
(Next to those Funny Mushrooms) 

I'm sure there are those of you out there reading this column who have 
begun to wonder, naturally enough, how I came to have this weird twist on 
life. Let me take this opportunity to confess, I come by it honestly. 

My family might politely be called "colorful." There are even those unkind, 
though astute, observers who have bandied about such descriptive terms as 
"dysfunctional," "odd," and, yes, even "crazy." 

I admit that I'm a little strange. That's because I'm a product of my 
environment. I have strange parents who, in turn, had strange parents. In 
fact, my father says I'm the last in a long line of strange but fine horses tails. 

I think I'm a fine one, I just dispute that "last" title. Not only did I have kids 
I'm looking to pass the distinction along to, I'm not the only child my father 
had, and they had kids, and the saga continues with the title still up for 
grabs. 

I don't see how anything but unusual behavior can be expected of me, 
considering I was raised by a bunch of people who don't believe in directions.



You may remember from former columns that my ex-husband, Grunt, the 
gung-ho Marine Hun, unkindly attributed oddities of my family, whose male 
members have traditionally been signpainters, to sniffing the paint fumes. I 
say you have to consider the source when dealing with a man who squares 
off at street corners.

Grunt was right, however, when he said the first thing any of us do when we 
buy something new is throw away the instructions on how to assemble, 
install and operate it. Nobody in my family has much patience. It's like a 
challenge, you know? I mean, some people work crossword puzzles. 

My father certainly couldn't be expected to curb my own somewhat eccentric
tendencies. As he often said, my grandmother spent so much time telling 
him to eat his veggies because the kids in China were starving, that he came
away with a perennial guilt concerning the Chinese diet, or lack thereof. 

Anyway, if you seek deep philosophical theory from daddy, he tells you he's 
still working on the nutritional shortcomings of the Chinese. Of course, daddy
tells you lots of strange things. If you lose something, he tells you to call it. If 
you drop something, he tells you nothing falls up. And if you seek advice, he 
tells you he's waiting to achieve perfection in this life form before advising 
others. Failing that, he says he's coming back as a flower. I say this will be a 
carnivorous plant to rival that in "Little Shop of Horrors." 

From the rich heritage of my family tree spring the marvelous all-
encompassing nouns like "frotzee," as in "hand me that frotzee," and 
"doobobbit," as in put that doobobbit on here.

I grew up with such stories of individuality as the one about my grandfather, 
who, at age 14, remarked to a co-worker that both he and the boss could kiss
granddaddy's netherparts. When called on the carpet by the boss, 
granddaddy smoothly replied, "Well, he can. But you don't have to." 

Pretty much all my relatives will tell you to kiss their netherparts with little or
no provocation whatsoever, come to think of it. It's like a genetic trait - a 
family banner we carry proudly into the future, passed from generation to 
generation. 

Daddy was no slouch himself when it came to upholding the family creed. He
admits to being busted back to private five times while in the Army, a 
situation he attributes directly to the omission of charm school in his youth 
and that Chinese thing. In fact, according to daddy, it's part of the family 
creed, which he swears goes like this: 

If you're going my way . . join my class. 



Everybody else 
Can follow the path of least resistance to their own 
personal nirvana. 

I made up that last line. Actually, there is one but it doesn't lend 
itself to print. •

MAC OPTIMIZATION
Optimizing your System Folder files to achieve greater speed during startups 
and re-starts

Theory of operation:

Every hard disk, no matter how small or large, has the necessary System 
folder. When the disk is first created, most users will run Apple's Installer 
utility to build one; but doing so isn't absolutely required. In either case, the 
files will be copied from the source disk to the hard disk in the order that 
either the Installer or the user dictates, and will then reside on the disk in 
that order. Generally, most of these files will end up somewhere on the HD in
roughly contiguous sequence, with their specific location mapped to the HD's
directory. The fact that they were copied in one specific block, however, 
doesn't mean that the Mac "looks" for them in that same order when it starts
up - predetermined routines in the Mac's boot-up process dictate that. Over 
time, users will add INIT's and cdev's, each copied individually to its own 
location but still assigned to the System Folder as far as the disk directory is 
concerned. On top of this, many applications and DA's will create their own 
"prefs" files upon running and place them into the System Folder (probably 
because the software author knew that the only directory address (folder 
name) he could give them that was certain to be on every Startup disk is 
"System Folder"), further adding to the clutter.

If the HD in question is fairly large, over time INITs and cdevs will end up 
scattered all over, as they are installed or removed (and re-installed) by the 
user. Regardless of where they lie on-disk, the Mac will still search for and 
load them up in alphabetical order during startup. This requires the drive to 
work (read) first at one location, then another, and so on as it "hunts" out 
each file.



Since most users eventually accumulate a fairly large number of INITs and 
cdevs, and because an increasing number of useful and necessary utilities 
are being created in this format, inevitably there is going to be a slowdown in
the startup process - a very noticeable one. It may get to the point where the
hard drive must scan to a new location on disk for almost every successive 
file the Mac needs to boot; no matter how quick the access time of the drive, 
things are going to slow down to a near-crawl.

The solution is to arrange *all* the files the Mac needs to boot (including 
INITs and cdevs *not currently in use*) in contiguous order on the HD; 
therefore the drive won't have to "seek" to locate them. As any given startup
file is located and read by the disk drive heads, the next will fall naturally 
into line. If a file isn't needed (a "disabled" INIT, for example), the HD will 
need only to proceed "past" those disk blocks to the next. Further, any 
attempts at defragmentation and optimization that act upon the remainder 
of the HD should not affect or reorganize the System Folder files. The only 
way to guarantee this is to make the System Folder a separate disk volume 
unto itself, i.e., by way of "encasing" it within its own partition on disk... or, 
more precisely, "partitioning off" the remainder of the disk....

Steps to Take:

Analyze what's in your System Folder -

This is the easy part. From the Finder, open the System Folder and choose 
"Print Directory" from the file menu. I would suggest that before you print, 
you choose to view the files "By Name" rather than by Icon or any other 
means. This will ensure the printout lists all INITs and cdev's in the correct, 
alphabetical order that the Mac "sees" them and loads them during startup.

Make notes on the printout as to which files are INITs, cdevs, pref files, and 
the like. The finder doesn't really show them as INITs "by name", but rather 
lists them as "Startup documents"; similarly, cdev's are shown as "Control 
Panel documents". Most, but not all "pref" files are preceded by the name of 
the application or DA that created them. Printing resource files are shown as 
"Chooser documents".

At this point you can give some preliminary thought as to which of these files
the Mac really needs to access at startup time. Most pref files are accessed 
only when an application is launched or is closed, so they will get lowest 
(really, no) priority in startup. Also, since printing resources are seldom 
changed and only accessed after startup is completed, they can be very low 
on the totem-pole. I marked all pref files, "Last", and all Chooser docs "next 
to last".



Some applications require (or strongly suggest) that you nest folders 
containing their auxiliary files within the System Folder - MacWrite II, for 
example, suggests that you create a "Claris" folder within the System folder 
in which to store its dictionary, thesaurus, etc. Since these have absolutely 
nothing to do with startup, they can go in "after the Last", so to speak.

I also recommend the use of either MasterJuggler or Suitcase (both excellent 
resource-management utilities) to keep as many fonts, DA's, fKeys, sounds 
and the like out of the System Folder and the System file itself as clean as 
possible.

Analyze the Startup process (INITs, etc.) -

Although I'm still unsure of the precise order of file loading during startup, 
I've come to some conclusions about which files seem to load first during 
startup....

First and foremost, the Mac when turned on will check to see which is the 
"Startup Device" in order to determine which files to load.

Next, the Mac seems to look for a file named "Startup Screen" to display; if 
none is found, it displays the "Welcome to Macintosh" screen.

Simultaneously, the System file itself is read into memory.

INITs and cdevs are read in alphabetical order and "patched" into the System 
where appropriate.

Finally, the Finder loads and displays the Desktop. Boot-up is completed...

There is much more going on behind the scenes here, but my principal 
concern is which disk files the Mac will access and in what order.

I prepared a small WP document to retain as reference during this (and 
future) System rebuilds; during the rebuilding, I checked off each successive 
file after copying it to the new System Folder. Essentially, this is the order of 
copying that I settled on:

Startup Device cdev

Startup screen(s) - if there are more than one, you can copy them in 
contiguous succession (only the one named "Startup Screen" will be loaded 
at startup, but the others will still reside in their "proper" place on disk - all 
you need to do is change their names).



System File

INITs and cdevs - these should be listed individually, in the precise 
alphabetical order as specified earlier in the "View by Name" printout from 
the Finder. Relying on the visual display of INITs and cdevs at Startup time is 
not in itself a wholly reliable method of determining their loading order, since
some have no icons to display, and other icons are only displayed by 
voluntary option.

NOTE: There are some cdevs that do not seem to be accessed by the Mac 
except at times *other* than Startup. One that comes to mind is the "SCSI 
Probe" cdev. If you wish, you might copy these "non bootup" cdevs to disk in 
abc order directly behind the "bootup" files....

Printing resources

Pref files

Other files and folders that normally reside in the System Folder

Backup your System Folder -

This would be a good time to decide if there are some INITs and cdevs that 
you seldom or never use and toss them out. Also, if you have prefs files 
laying around from apps or DAs you no longer use, you can get rid of them 
as well....

Although you could use a standard HD backup program to backup your 
System Folder for this operation, do so ONLY if the program will allow you to 
restore the files individually, one at a time and in the order you choose. 
Actually, you can do just as well by making a Finder copy of the System 
Folder to one (or more) disks, or to a Stuffit archive - either can be stored 
safely for future access at any time, without need to run the backup 
program. My personal feeling is that keeping these files in "Finder" or 
"Stuffit" formats will make them much easier to work with, both now and in 
the event you do another System Folder housecleaning job in the future.

Backup ALL your other data -

In this case, a standard HD backup utility will do fine. Make sure, however, 
that this b/u DOES NOT include the System Folder, or that during the restore 
you can specify that it be skipped.



Reformat your drive - 

I used Apple's HDSC Setup to format, verify, and test the drive before 
beginning to rebuild it.

Reinstall the System Folder -

With the drive completely cleaned off, you can now begin the process of 
building the System Folder file by file in the order you want the files to load 
during startup, using the file you prepared earlier for reference. The most 
important consideration here is that the files be copied one by one, in the 
exact order that you want them to "lie" on the HD; just selecting several at 
once and issuing a "copy" command may not guarantee this. Do it by hand, 
one at a time - you'll be glad you did!

Partition off the remainder of your disk -

I had never tried this before, and it was a learning experience (not without 
some frustration as well). I tried at first to use Apple's HDSC setup program 
to do the partitioning, but found the interface clumsy and lacking as to how 
to create partitions of specific sizes. I finally settled on S.U.M. Partition (itself 
a combined INIT/DA) - it works smoothly and is easy to learn as well.

I worked with a 40mb HD for this experiment, but I see no reason why it 
wouldn't work with drives of less capacity (30 or even 20mb).....

With the newly-rebuilt System Folder in place, you can restart your drive and 
take a look at the remaining space to determine how much can be 
partitioned off without sacrificing the need for further growth of the System 
Folder as time goes by. In my case, before rebuilding my System Folder sized
out at about 3.5mb, so I partitioned off all but 6mb of disk space, leaving 
room for future expansion.

WARNING - I found that I could not boot up my HD using S.U.M. Partition 
unless the newly-rebuilt System Folder resided *outside* of any partitions 
you create with S.U.M. This would seem only natural since to run S.U.M. 
needs to load the 

SUM Partition INIT into the System - but it took several mistakes before I 
stumbled onto that conclusion... 8-)

For this reason, my System Folder (along with a few other folders and files) 
lives on the "main", un-partitioned area of my disk.



DataDesk keyboard users - the "MasterStrokes" "Macro Folder" must reside 
there as well.

Restore your other data -

All remaining applications, data documents, etc., can be restored to the one 
or more partitions you've created. You can now backup, defragment and 
optimize the partitioned areas as necessary without affecting the files of your
System Folder.

Furthermore, at some point in the future if you want to re-optimize your 
System files, you can do so by simply erasing them and re-copying them to 
the same area of the HD, without affecting you apps and data files.

A few conclusions:

1. System Folder Optimization will achieve genuine results for any user of a 
hard drive who's willing to take the time to do it. It will benefit not only fast 
HD's running at a 1:1 interleave, but also medium and slower HD's at both 
2:1 and 3:1; in fact, I believe that the slower the access speed of the drive 
(and the Mac accessing it), the *greater* the speed increase will be.

2. There should be some solution to the endless proliferation of "prefs" files 
that various applications and DAs place into the System folder. While I know 
they have to put them *somewhere*, perhaps software developers could 
agree on some future standard for some kind of "storage" folder someplace 
other than the System folder in which to locate them....... perhaps System 
7.0 will deal with this, or if not, why can't Apple issue some guidelines? How 
about a "hook" built into programs which will place all prefs files into a folder 
entitled "Pref Files Folder", creating such a folder to contain them if one isn't 
found?

3. Although several disk optimization programs currently on the market offer 
the option to "prioritize" files on a disk, I think they ought to consider 
including some kind of special option to prioritize the System folder in 
particular. This would be a welcome feature. The current crop of Optimizers 
only seem able to group applications and other frequently-accessed files 
together, gather "free" space into a contiguous block, and group data files.

4. Startup screens, no matter how nice they are, inevitably slow down the 
boot process. Since a pokey Mac can wear out it's welcome during a bootup 
or restart, I've learned to be content with that old "Welcome to Macintosh" 
greeting.



5. The "recommended" way of disabling INITs and cdevs by dragging them 
out of your System folder and re-starting (either when removing them 
temporarily or trying to resolve possible software conflicts) is one of the 
*worst* things you can do, as far as the organization of your System Folder is
concerned. This breeds fragmentation. The solution is to use some sort of 
INIT/cdev manager, either shareware, commercial, or freeware, that can turn 
them on or off without moving them. The most elegant, stable, and solid of 
these I've yet found is named "Answer", by Steve Bryan, and it's free. •


